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MAT204

Introduction.

As is explained in the General Introduction, in 1921 the whole of the old system (Phase 1) of allocating
matrix numbers was scrapped and replaced by a new system (Phase 2).  No precise reasons are known
for the change but since the personnel of the original group of recording experts had changed rather
drastically it may have been decided that, quite apart from the possible introduction of a new recording
system, this was as good a time as any to update the way in which matrixes were numbered and lettered.

Of the “Old Guard”  -  Fred and Will Gaisberg, Darby, Franz and Max Hampe, Wallcutt, Scheuplein,
Clarke, Pearse, Murtagh, Dillnutt and Beckwith, the twelve men on whom the entire burden of making
records had rested for twenty years  -  it is interesting to note that Fred was still making recordings on
occasion, but by now in the Head Office series with numbers prefixed Bb/Cc and without any personal
identification by way of the matrix numbers, Will had died in 1918, Darby was not long retired (1920)
while the Hampes who had been working mainly in the German sphere of operations were absorbed by
DGA and dismissed by Joseph Berliner as soon as the German Company was bought out by Polyphon in
1917.  Wallcutt had been dismissed as early as 1907 on grounds of technical competence and Scheuplein
had retired, also in 1920.  Clarke, like Fred Gaisberg, continued to work in London and again, like
Gaisberg, used the London series prefixes.  Pearse was described in a Memo dated 1917 from Will
Gaisberg to the Company Secretary, as at “one time a recorder for the Company”.  He was then in Russia
and  hoped  to  remain  there  after  the  war,  but  Will  did  not  recommend  his  re-engagement  by  the
Gramophone Company.   The only known evidence concerning Murtagh is  in  the  Recording Sheets
which show that his last work in the ah/ai matrix series was dated 19 th June, 1919 in Copenhagen, after
which his matrix series were used by Arthur Clarke, a strong suggestion that Murtagh had resigned or
retired.

The two remaining experts were therefore Dillnutt and Beckwith and of these, George Dillnutt was in
Cairo in October, 1919 and presumably remained in the east until 1921 at which time he returned to
London and was allocated the BK/CK series which follows below.  As can be seen, apart from a short
trip to Stockholm, he returned to the Far East  for almost  a year,  working on the important  Madras
linguistic study on behalf of the British/Indian government, before coming back to Europe.  He also
made recordings in London, and reference to the matrix series BR/CR on MAT207 will show how his
visits to the continent were interleaved with his work in London.  He obviously survived the translation
from acoustic to electric process and was still working for the Company at least as late as 1930, when
the BK/CK series ended.

The  other  surviving  expert  from Phase  1  was  William J  Beckwith,  the  last  expert  to  be  allocated
indicating letters in 1919 under the old system before it ceased to operate.  In 1921 he was allocated the
prefix letters BM/CM and for details of this series, please refer to MAT205.  He seems to have left the
employ of the Company in or about 1922.

The other expert whose work is listed on the present disc was Harold E Davidson who was allocated the
matrix series prefixed BJ/CJ.  Since BJ1 was made on 16th November, 1925 Davidson obviously must
have joined the Company shortly before that date and he was still at work when the series ended in 1930.
In this series the early recordings were made by the acoustic process, with the electric process being
introduced at BJ495.  Apart from single sessions recorded in Paris, Vienna and Athens, all Davidson’s



recordings were made in Spain or Portugal and he seems to have been the Company’s main expert in
Iberia at this time.

In listing the BJ/CJ series it has not been possible because of the time factor to obtain copies of the
printed Spanish Catalogues which cover this period.  Even had these been readily available, it would still
not have been possible to allocate side numbers and take numbers without making reference to the EMI-
BIRS microfilm at the British Library or to the original documents held at the Archive.  This file is
therefore  very much a  “working file”  although its  usefulness  as  a  work of  reference is  not  greatly
impaired since anyone who actually owns a record with BJ matrixes can easily look up the appropriate
entries.

The data which has still to be traced consists mainly of side and coupling numbers the presence of which
shows at a glance whether the record in question was issued or not.  Also, the matrix list, although it
shows everything that was recorded, is frequently lacking in full detail for the titles.  It is not uncommon
to find an entire recording session which is entitled simply “Fandangos” or “Flamenco”.  The full titles
were  probably  quoted  in  the  printed  catalogues  and  would  certainly  appear  on  the  record  labels
themselves, but, as usual, one is presented with the choice of issuing a CD in its incomplete (or nearly
complete) form or postponing issue until every detail has been discovered – and perhaps waiting for
ever!
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